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her a surprisingly vociferous reception, considering what the
sponsored Press have been saying about England. She has
come to take farewell of her son-in-law and also, if possible,
to settle the Battenberg affair on behalf of her daughter.
The Battenberg argument has now grown into a major
tussel between the Empress, Bismarck, and William.
Bismarck has threatened to resign. The dying Emperor
cannot allow that. He is realist enough to know that the
strength of Bismarck is essential to the security of Germany
in her unhappy dynastic predicament. Nobody could take
his place.

The Queen is prepared for storms. A warning cipher has
reached her from Lord Salisbury. ' I have received several
private telegrams from Sir E. Malet showing that Prince
Bismarck is in one of his raging moods about the proposed
marriage. He shows temper against Your Majesty, and as
at such times he is quite unscrupulous he will probably try
to give currency to the statements which are designed to
make Your Majesty personally responsible for any evil
results of his own violent passions. He has a vast corrupt
influence over the Press. The German Chancellor is reported
by his son to be in a state of intense exasperation.'

Sir E. Malet continues to report 'a terrible storm, a
regular blizzard on fhis subject in Berlin.' The Queen is
boiling with indignation against William. Sir Frederick
Ponsonby is ordered to tell Lord Salisbury 'about the
outrageous conduct of Prince William, and of the terrible
cercle mci&ux which surrounds the unfortunate Emperor
and Empress. . . . How Bismarck and still more William
can play such a double game it is impossible for us
honest English to understand. Thank God! we are
English!'

But Queen Victoria has not lost her good sense in her
anger against the Chancellor and her grandson and her f eeling
for Vicky. She can picture in what a headstrong way her
daughter may be acting in Berlin. Before she arrives a
telegram is brought to the Empress. ' Don't contemplate
marriage without full consent of William/ urges the Queen.